
Friday 17 February 2023,

Kia ora koutou Muritai whānau,

I hope you have all managed to navigate your way
through a rather wet and windy week as Cyclone
Gabrielle whizzed past us! It is quite a contrast to the
stunning weather we had last week for our whole school
picnic at Days Bay. We were certainly fortunate to have
the sun and the calm seas which contributed to the day’s
success. It was wonderful to see all our ākonga making
the most of our local environment - how lucky are we to
have the bush and beach on our doorstep! A huge thank
you to all the parents who joined us on the day to assist
with supervision. All the sta� really valued the
opportunity to connect with many of you during the day.
Check out a great recount of the day from one of our
students in Kererū further down the newsletter - well
done Zach!

We are now well and truly in the full swing of the learning
programmes across the school. It has been really
pleasing to see all the classes across the school
humming with engaging learning experiences. The focus
across the school is still all about developing a strong
team culture within the classrooms so we are set for
success for the year ahead. Soon, the classrooms will be
moving their focus to our first Inquiry unit of the year -
the history of Muritai School and the Eastbourne
community. This of course leads into our 125th
Celebrations in March.

A huge thank you to all the parents and caregivers who
attended our Learning Partnership meetings this week
with the teachers. Although they were short sessions, all
the classroom teachers found the process an incredibly
valuable one. It helps in learning more about the
student’s strengths, struggles, interests and goals. We
know that in order for learning to be successful, we need
a positive relationship with you at home too!



Paid Union Meeting for Teachers

The NZEI (Primary Teachers Union) has organised a Paid Union Meeting for teachers on the
afternoon of 27 February 2023. Usually we are able to attend several meetings and keep the school
running during this time, however, there is only one meeting available to us and that means that we
will not have enough sta� to take care of our students. I ask that you please pick up your students
at 12:30pm on 27 February as there will be minimal sta� available to supervise. Please contact the
o�ce if you have any problems with early collection on this day and we can work out how we can
support you.

Teachers Only Day
As part of the New Zealand Curriculum Refresh work, the Ministry of Education has provided all
schools the opportunity to have a teacher only day within the first two weeks of Term 2. It makes
sense for this day to happen on Monday 24th April, the first day of the term and the day before
ANZAC Day. Therefore the first day of Term 2 for students will be Wednesday 26th April. This is
aligned to the majority of other primary schools in the local area. Please make a note of these dates
in your calendar.

125 Celebrations - can you help?

We are really looking forward to our 125 Celebrations on 24th and 25th of March.
We are hoping that one of the highlights of the event will be opening the time
capsule that was buried at the 100th anniversary back in 1996… the only problem
is no one is able to tell us where it was actually buried! Were you here for the
celebrations back in ‘96? Are you able to shed some light on where we can locate
the capsule? If you have any idea, we’d love to hear from you! Please drop me a
line at principal@muritai.school.nz or contact the school o�ce.

Also, we are on the lookout for any old Muritai School or Eastbourne memorabilia. In collaboration
with the Eastbourne Historical Society, we are hoping to create a Muritai Museum in our school
library for our celebrations. If you have anything at home you’d like to share with us for our
celebrations, please let us know!

Sun Smart
A reminder that Muritai is a SunSmart school. It is great to see the overall majority of
our students wearing their sunhat in the playground. Unfortunately, we still have a
number of students that do not have a hat at school which is restricting where they can
play in the playground. The best plan is for your child to have a sunhat that is kept at
school for them to wear.

Ngā mihi nui
Stu Devenport, Principal

We’re a Movin’ March school and counting down to Wednesday the 1st

March when we’ll start stamping passports as part of the Walk or
Wheel Passport Challenge all through March. Walking or wheeling to
school is a great way to get active, know your neighbourhood, kick

start learning for the day AND take care of the environment. Remember students don’t have to
complete their passports to go in the draw to win a $400 MYRIDE voucher at the end of March!
Fancy going in the draw to win a scooter? Parents who take part in our Whānau photo
competition on Facebook or Instagram will be in to win 1 of 5 adult or child Micro Scooters or a
Family Pass to Staglands or Zealandia. Check out the Movin’March website for more on these
competitions and how you can take part.

mailto:principal@muritai.school.nz
https://schooltravel.gw.govt.nz/walk-or-wheel-programmes/movinmarch/tools-for-teachers-to-run-movinmarch/wow-passport-challenge/
https://schooltravel.gw.govt.nz/walk-or-wheel-programmes/movinmarch/tools-for-teachers-to-run-movinmarch/wow-passport-challenge/
https://www.myride.co.nz/
https://schooltravel.gw.govt.nz/walk-or-wheel-programmes/movinmarch/tools-for-teachers-to-run-movinmarch/whanau-photo-competition/
https://www.staglands.co.nz/
https://www.visitzealandia.com/
https://schooltravel.gw.govt.nz/walk-or-wheel-programmes/movinmarch/tools-for-teachers-to-run-movinmarch/


A Day at Days Bay - by Zach in Room 10

Last Friday was the day the ENTIRE school would go
to Days Bay the WHOLE school day!!!!!!

First, there was a snack break, then a bushwalk, then
Capture the Flag, then lunch, then Days Bay beach.
And the school and the beach were a few miles away,
and we had to WALK there. If I had a camera, I would
say something like “If anyone finds this footage after
I’m missing or dead, remember me as a hero!”

After our extremely long walk there, we got to a big
open grassy field. Then after a snack break, my class,
Room 10, went into the bushes. I only had 2 biscuits,
but somehow that refueled me to do the bushwalk.
Ashley was quite focused on finding “fairy doors”. But
when we were about to turn the first corner, we
bumped into Ms Mcdonald. (She teaches Room 8 at
Muritai now.)

With Ms McDonald also was with Darlene, a girl at
Kelly Club (I go to before-school care), and with those
two was some other girl I don’t know the name of.
They decided to tag along with us, so now we had 3
MORE people on this bushwalk.

Ashley and Ms McDonald found a few fairy doors, but
I was like “Who’d fall for THIS malarkey?” I decided to
start a PACT for anyone who was tired. It consisted of
me, Ashley, and Chloe, the Thursday to Friday
teachers’ assistant. And when Ms McDonald, Darlene
and that girl joined, the pact consisted of 6 people
now. I was REALLY worried that most of us would
starve to DEATH up there.

Eventually, the sky got bigger among the trees. A few
minutes later, I saw a road. I was like
“CIVILIZATION!!!!” Then we found a street.

I was all like “BLUE SKY!!! I never thought I’d see blue
sky again!!” Then, I was warned about a stream of
eels, and, to prevent getting them mixed up, they’re all
named Je�. The Je�s don’t like loud noise and they
actually HIDE if you make a racket, so we had to be
extra, EXTRA, EXTRA quiet. We were o� to Je�and.
We found a Je� emerging from a rock. I found that all
a bit creepy, and eventually, we got back to the field.
For once in my life, I was actually GLAD we’d walked
around in a big circle. Then a few hours later, we were
at the beach. We hitched a ride on the bus the juniors
were taking, and I was like “So long, suckers!!” And a
few minutes later I went home.  I was relieved,
because, that whole day, my life was slowly slipping
away from me.

Important Dates

Date Event

21 Feb Non Stop Cricket Y3-6

22 Feb BOT meeting at 6.30pm

27 Feb Paid Union Meeting for Teachers
Please collect children early at 12.30

1 March Kapa Haka starts

2 March Tūī swimming sports

2 March Kororā swimming sports

3 March Postponement for Tūī and Kororā
swimming sports

3 March Whole School Assembly - Kererū

6 March Pizza Monday

7 March Makahika Camp Parent meeting

8 March Mihi Whakatu at 10am

10 March Year 4-8 Swimming Sports at Huia Pool

13-17
March

School Photos

13 March Pizza Monday

14 March Capture the Flag Y5-8

17 March Whole School Assembly - Kororā

20 March Pizza Monday

22 March BOT meeting at 6.30 pm

24 and 25
March

125th Celebrations

28 to 31
March

Kererū at Camp Makahika

6 April Last Day of Term 1

24 April Teacher Only Day

25 April ANZAC Day

26 April First Day of Term 2



Scholastic Lucky Book Club
The first order of the year, Issue one of the
Scholastic Lucky Book Club, for 2023, is now
available. The format has changed and is
now in the form of a newspaper. It is full of
their normal book o�ers and includes a free
book giveaway. Orders will be closing at
Noon on Friday the 24th February. Your order
can be done on the following website
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login
.aspx.

The whole school order is processed on the
closing date and it usually takes
approximately a week for orders to be
delivered.

We greatly appreciate your support as the
school is able to gain rewards through
purchases you make which enables us to add
books to our school collection.

School Dates for 2023:
Term 1 Wednesday 1 February to Thursday 6 April
Term 2 Monday 26 April to Friday 30 June

Teacher Only Day: Monday 24 April
ANZC Day: Tuesday 25 April

Term 3 Monday 17 July to Friday 22 September
Term 4 Monday 9 October to Friday 15 December

Public Holidays 2023:
Monday, 6 February: Waitangi Day
Friday, 7 April: Good Friday
Tuesday, 25 April: ANZAC Day
Monday, 5 June: King’s Birthday
Friday, 14 July: Matariki
Monday, 23 October: Labour Day

COMMUNITY NOTICES  - Please Note - the
following notices have been requested to
be published and are not necessarily
endorsed by us as a school.  In the spirit of
community we include these digitally for
you to peruse.

Would you like to be a Rockstar!! Now is your
chance!!!

You can learn to play the drums this year at
Muritai School, with a current professional
working musician!!

Please contact Peter Elliott, as spaces are
limited.  Contact: peterelliott.drums@gmail.com

https://my/
http://bookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx
http://bookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx
mailto:peterelliott.drums@gmail.com


So you’re tough, but are you tough enough to take on the Wellington Junior Tough Guy and
Gal Challenge?
This is a chance for primary and intermediate aged kids to get involved in New Zealand’s biggest
mud run series in a version tailored especially for them! The Junior Tough Guys and Gals will take
on a 1.5km or 3km muddy obstacle course consisting of swamp crossings, a spider’s web net
climb, crawl under obstacles, beautiful native bush trails, tunnels, hurdles, a climbing frame, water
crossings and not to mention, mud mud and more mud!

All competitors will receive a special finishers medal for taking part!
1.5km Course Option - For school years 3-4
3km Course Option - For school years 5-8
For further information, check out their website:
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2022/wellington-junior-tough-guy-and-gal-challenge/lower-hutt


