
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rāhina 24 o Hōngongoi, 
 
Kia ora Muritai whānau,  
 
Welcome to Term 3! And what a great start of the term it 
has been! Our first day back had a lot of energy in the 
school hall as many of us gathered to watch the final of 
the FIFA World Cup. It was tense getting into extra time. 
Congratulations to Spain, coming out as champions! 
 
It has also been lovely to have the sunshine join us for 
the start of the term, especially after some miserable 
weather during the school break. In addition to this, our 
roofing project is also coming to a conclusion, meaning 
construction zones have been dismantled so we have all 
our playground spaces back. Scaffolding is also coming 
down on the main block revealing the new roof and 
cladding. It is fantastic to have all our spaces back 
again, our central heating back up and running and 
construction zone cease! 
 
A big thank you to our parent gardening team who 
completed a good clear out of the gardens at the Oroua 
Street entrance over the holiday. The next step is to 
replant this space with new natives. Our new mural is 
also coming to life at this entrance - no doubt it’ll be 
looking marvellous in Spring time which is not far away! 
 
This week we also welcome our next cohort of 5 year 
olds starting their learning journey at Muritai School. We 
now have 11 students in Room 1 and we look forward to 
welcoming you all officially for our Term 3 Mihi 
Whakatau later in the middle of term.  
 
We hope you have all managed to read your child’s mid 
year academic report that was shared with you at the 
end of last term.  

A friendly reminder that we are hosting our Learning 
Conversations next week on Tuesday, 28 July and 
Thursday, 30 July. 

You can easily book a time to meet with your child's 
classroom teacher via the Hero app. If you run into any 
trouble with your booking, please don't hesitate to reach 
out to the school office—we’re happy to help! 



 

Important details for pickup on these days: 

●​ 2:00 PM Start: Interviews begin at 2:00 PM on both days. 
●​ 1:45 PM Early Collection: To give our teachers a brief moment to prepare, we kindly ask 

that you collect your child from their classroom at 1:45 PM if you are able to. 
●​ Student Release: For safety reasons, children will only be released directly to a 

parent/caregiver, or via an alternative arrangement communicated to the classroom 
teacher prior to Tuesday morning. 

●​ Hall Supervision: We completely understand that early pickup isn't possible for 
everyone! If you cannot collect your child early, Ginny Treadwell and I will be supervising 
students in the school hall until the normal end of the day at 2:55 PM. 

Thank you so much for your support and cooperation. We look forward to catching up with you all 
next week! 

Learning Overview for Term 3 

Our teachers have planned many exciting learning 
experiences for your children for the term ahead. We 
start the term with a health focus, focusing on themes 
from ‘Keeping Ourselves Safe’. A team will be learning 
about some sensitive themes at times which might 
promote some conversations at home. A reminder to 
review the previous notices about this programme on 
the Hero app for more details.   

Later in the term we move to an Arts and Technology 
focus, exploring Wearable Arts. We look forward to sharing 
our creations with you at the end of term with our very own 
‘WOW show!’ 

For more information on the learning that will be happening 
in your child’s syndicate, make sure you read the syndicate 
newsletters that have also been shared with you today via 
the HERO app. 

STEAM week for Kāhu 
 
This week Kāhu students have spent the majority of their school days at Wainuiomata Intermediate 
taking part in their Technology & Arts programme. Food Tech, Hard Materials Tech, Drama, Art -  it’s 
wonderful to utilise their specialised spaces for this learning. As is now tradition, the Kāhu syndicate 
also takes this opportunity during the lunch breaks to compete in a variety of sports against the 
Wainuiomata students. It sounds like Muritai came out on top for the majority of the games this 
term - well done Kāhu!  
 
Living Value focus Term 3 
 
This term our school wide value focus is RESILIENCE. At our 
school, we talk a lot about success—but true success rarely 
happens without a healthy dose of resilience. 

Resilience isn't just about "bouncing back" when things go 
wrong; it’s about having the confidence to try, the courage to 
stumble, and the mindset to keep going. We believe resilience 
is like a muscle—it grows stronger every time it gets used! 

Here is how resilience comes to life across different areas of 
our school: 



 

●​ In the Classroom: It’s having the courage to raise a hand when unsure, viewing a mistake as 
a natural step in learning, and asking for help rather than giving up when work gets tough. 

●​ On the Playground & Sports Field: It’s trying again after a missed goal, showing good 
sportsmanship when a game doesn't go our way, and navigating friend conflicts with 
patience and empathy. 

●​ In Daily Life: It’s taking responsibility for organizing school bags, trying new activities 
outside comfort zones, and showing up with a fresh start every single day. 

How You Can Help at Home: You don't need big grand gestures to build resilience—small moments 
make a huge difference! Next time your child faces a setback, try asking: "What’s one small thing we 
can try next time?" or praising their effort over the final result. 

 
Staffing Update 

This term we welcome back Nikkie Andrews who is taking on the teaching in Room 16. It is wonderful 
to have an experienced and familiar face join the team! 

Next week Harry Cruttenden joins our Teacher Aide team. Harry has recently arrived from the UK 
after completing his Teaching degree. Harry will primarily work in Tūī Team. 

Nuts at school 

We have an increasing number of students attending our school who are severely allergic to nuts and 
are an inclusive school wanting to provide all students with a safe school environment. 
 
To support us with this, please could you consider the items that your child has in their lunchboxes 
for morning tea and lunch.  
 
We ask that you do not send any peanut, cashew, brazil or obvious nut products e.g. peanut butter 
with your child.  If your child has eaten these before coming to school, please ensure that their face 
and hands have been thoroughly washed before they arrive at school. 
 
These precautionary measures will help us ensure that the students with these allergies have less of a 
chance of exposure to nuts thus avoiding a life threatening reaction and meaning all of our students 
are able to be safe. 

Emergency Boxes 

Thank you to everyone who has returned their emergency box for their child. This is an important 
item for us in case there is an emergency at school and children are unable to return home for a 
period of time.  
 
 
 
 
​​ 
Ngā mihi nui, 
 
Stu Devenport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
In January 2024 
Jonny Claridge, a 
former student of 
Muritai School, was 
fortunate enough 
to be involved with 
filming all around 
Wellington as 
Tom's Picture 
Double in the 
movie I,Object. 
Tom is played by 
Bentley 
Storteboom and Ali 

is played by Skywalker Hughes (from 
Canada). These kids are hugely talented and 
we are keen to celebrate their efforts.  
 
We are hosting a special viewing of this film 
as a fundraiser event. We'd love you to come 
to the movies with us.  We'll be at Event 
Cinemas Queensgate on Wednesday 29th 
July from 6pm. We'll start the movie just after 
6.30pm. We'll share some behind the scenes 
stories and we'll do a raffle prize draw. 
 
Tickets are $20 standard, or $25 for recliner 
seats. Let Kathy Claridge know how many 
seats you'd like to book by texting 
0273551950.  
 
We have chosen to support the Eastbourne 
Toy Library with the proceeds of this 
fundraiser viewing. 
 
Here's a bit of a synopsis about the film and 
who's in it: 
https://www.rova.nz/articles/nz-made-film-i-
object-trailer   
 
Thanks for coming along to support and 
enjoy this fun, family movie!  
 
LUCKY BOOK CLUB 
Issue Five of the Scholastic Lucky Book Club, 
for 2026, is now available. Orders will be 
closing at Noon on Friday the 7th August. 
Your order can be done on the following 
website https://my 
bookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx.  
The whole school order is processed on the 
closing date.  
We greatly appreciate your support as the 
school is able to gain rewards through 
purchases which enables us to add books to 
our school collection.  

 

 
Important Dates 

Date Event 

20 July First day of Term 3 

28 July Learning Conversations 2-6pm 

30 July Learning Conversations 2-6pm 

3 Aug Pizza Monday 

11 Aug Pizza Monday 

12 Aug BOT meeting 

14 Aug Whole school assembly - Tūī 

17 Aug Pizza Monday 

17 Aug Strike Performance 

18 Aug MathsWell comp - Year 5/6 

21 Aug School Disco 3-9pm 

26 Aug Mihi Whakatau 

27 Aug NIWA Science Fair  

28 Aug Daffodil Day - Dress in yellow 

28 Aug Whole school assembly - Kororā 

3 Sept Dance Curriculum day 

3 Sept Wellesley Exchange Year 7/8 

4 Sept Interschool Swimming 

7 Sept Pizza Monday 

11 Sept Boostrix 2nd Dose Y7 

11 Sept Whole school assembly - Kāhu 

14-18 Sept Māori Language Week 

14 Sept Pizza Monday 

16 Sept WOW dress rehearsal - Kāhu 

16 Sept BOT meeting at 6.30 to 9 

17 Sept Interzone Swimming 

21 Sept Pizza Monday 

23 Sept WOW Performance 

25 Sept Last day of Term 3 (normal finishing 
time). 

12 Oct First day of Term 4 

 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.rova.nz_articles_nz-2Dmade-2Dfilm-2Di-2Dobject-2Dtrailer&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=vA1p4NHx25vg7J4CHmVx8oiGfMOfFRoRpXHBapYifL0&m=dSXjenVVoIRbgfKMv3YBfDceDsSUhKiehnqcuBq8Qa3_kFd4ZNyuUreebmoJdy11&s=wCTcYtuptZEPLb8i3YoMAu1K1Ul6yFjd6YtFFpbM3Yo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.rova.nz_articles_nz-2Dmade-2Dfilm-2Di-2Dobject-2Dtrailer&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=vA1p4NHx25vg7J4CHmVx8oiGfMOfFRoRpXHBapYifL0&m=dSXjenVVoIRbgfKMv3YBfDceDsSUhKiehnqcuBq8Qa3_kFd4ZNyuUreebmoJdy11&s=wCTcYtuptZEPLb8i3YoMAu1K1Ul6yFjd6YtFFpbM3Yo&e=
https://my/
http://bookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx


 

 
2026 Dates: 
Term 1​ Wednesday 4 February - Thursday 3 
April  
Term 2​ Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July 
Term 3​ Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September 
Term 4​ Monday 12 October to Wednesday 16 
December 

 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES  - Please Note - the 
following notices have been requested to be 
published and are not necessarily  endorsed 
by us as a school.  In the spirit of community 
we include these digitally for you to peruse. 
 
 
LIONS BOOK SALE 
Don't forget the Lions Book sale coming up 1-16 
August and the book donation box in the Muritai 
School foyer. So if you've had a bit of a holiday 
book clean out and are able to share your 
pre-loved books - Lions will help find a new home 
for them. 
 
Then if you need to re-stock, come along to the 
sale from 1-16 August 10am-4pm each day, at 
San Antonio School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


