
Friday 3 March 2023,

Kia ora koutou Muritai whānau,

Wow! It is hard to believe we are halfway through the
first term of 2023! Time is flying by!

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who collected the
children early so our teachers could get to the Paid
Union Meeting on Monday afternoon. Having just a small
handful of students at school for the afternoon meant
we were able to e�ectively supervise them while we had
limited sta� on site. We all really appreciate you taking
time out of your busy schedules to help us out.

What a great turn out for House Pride Day today!
Everyone looked marvellous in their House colours and
thank you to everyone who contributed to the Cyclone
Gabrielle Relief fund - a total of $544.20 (with another
$50 from East Harbour Kindy) was raised by the team
today! Ka rawe!

Excitement is starting to build as the school prepares for
our 125th Celebration later in the month. All the classes
have started their individual inquiries into the history of
the school and our local environment, with each
syndicate focusing on a di�erent era from the last 125
years. With Eastbourne having such a rich history, we are
so fortunate to have a variety of valuable resources to
draw on and learn from. We are also collaborating with
the team at the Eastbourne Historical Society who are
sharing their expertise with us, along with contributing to
our ‘Museum’ we are establishing in the School Library.

This is the perfect opportunity to link our learning to the
new Aotearoa New Zealand Curriculum which has been
launched this year. It fits beautifully into the concept of
Tūrangawaewae me te kaitiakitanga | Place and
environment - This context focuses on the relationships
of individuals, groups, and communities with the land,
water, and resources, and on the history of contests over
their control, use, and protection.



All classes are working towards sharing some of these elements of their
learning in a special expo on Friday 24th March, when our community
celebrations begin.

You may have also heard about the mystery surrounding the whereabouts
of our time capsule from the 100th Anniversary of the school. We have
received a huge amount of intel from a variety of sources as to where the
capsule MAY be buried but as yet no definite answer! There are stories of it
being placed in a wall in the o�ce, in the ground outside the principal’s
o�ce, the senior school, the orchard or under the library. The strongest
theme appears to be next to the flagpole on the field which does seem
logical. Thank you to everyone who has o�ered a metal detector to help with the search! We will keep
you posted with any updates as more pieces of the puzzle fall into place!

We have an enthusiastic team of parents and sta� who have formed our 125th organising
committee. If you have registered your interest, you would have noticed loads of information
heading your way regarding the organisation and purchasing tickets. We really appreciate the time
and e�ort that is going in to make this happen for our past and present community. All of our
committee members are taking on this additional responsibility on top of their full time work so we
really valued your awesome mahi!

We are needing your help at the 125th Celebrations as we are all going to be very busy with a large
number of visitors to the school. More information will be coming out shortly but we will need a team
to help set up the marquee for the Gala dinner and pack it all away again before our Boutique Fair.
We will have our Museum to set up along with a load of other little jobs. A list will be coming out
shortly - please let us know if you can help.

Fundraising for our 125th Celebrations
We have an exciting fundraising initiative - our Time to Travel ra�e. Great
prizes with a first prize of $4,500 worth of travel! Tickets will be sent home
with children this week to those families who have opted in to selling them.
Money from the sales, together with ticket stubs, is due back into the o�ce
by Thursday 16 March. If you are unable to sell your whole book, please
return any unsold tickets to the o�ce as soon as possible as we have lots
of external interest in buying these.

Introducing our new Student Leaders for 2023

After a rigorous selection process, we are very pleased to
announce our new Head Students for 2023. This was an
incredibly tough decision as we had an overwhelming number
of worthy Year 8 students who stepped up to give the job a
whirl - over 15 students in total! Congratulations to the
following students who will lead the student body for 2023:

Head Students: Elodie Dent and Gil Hoskin
Deputy Head Students: Lilly Brien and Rory Maxwell-Lamb

We have also selected our other Year 8 student leaders who will be leading in a variety of areas
across the school for the year ahead. It is wonderful to have so many opportunities for our students
to lead and showcase their talents in a particular passion.



Learning Ambassadors/PB4L Team: Izzy Longson, Zach Neilson, Miriam Waters, Tilly Enge and
Elliott Hallman.

House Captains:
Cook: Finn Diamond & Charlotte Claridge
Sanson: Ben Mitchell & Levi Lagas
Charters: Guy Marshall & Charlie Halford
King: Jagger Lissette & Dilyan Kusnadi

Sports Ambassadors: Issac Becket, Charlie Halford, Eli Wylie, Harper Calder, Sa� Hatcli�e, Seb
Bodden, Isla Gellatly, Mason Kereopa, Max Longley, Guy Marshall, Molly Caroll, Enzon Meikle
Rodriguez, Alfie Clench, Mia Oliver, Levi Lagas

Sports Captains:
Charlie Halford and Guy Marshall

Assembly Hosts: Izzy Longson, Rory Maxwell Lamb, Zach Neilson, Isla Gellatly, Ben Mitchell, Fergus
Gloag, Lilly Brien, Mela Rose.

Art Ambassadors: Ash McLeod, Finlay Drummond, Lucia Jurgens, Juliet Medcalfe, Kira Wester, Lyla
Meikle, Dilyan Kusnadi, Sa� Hatcli�e, Daniel McDonald

Muritai TV: Elliott Hallman, Lilly Brien, Kayla Sim, Theo Longhurst, Tilly Enge, Jack Harrison

Kapa Haka Leaders: Gil Hoskin, Enzon Meikle Rodriguez, Dilyan Kusnadi, Charlie Halford, Elodie
Dent, Molly Carroll

Enivo School Ambassadors: Alex Curwin, Finn Seiler, Elodie Dent, Sofia Ellwood, Riley Hewson.

Charity Ambassadors: Finlay Drummond, Lucia Jurgens, Charlotte Claridge, Miriam Waters,
Stephan Szabo, Chamber Pearce, Sofia Ellwood, Riley Hewson, Ferghus Smith, Amy Mouat, Brita
Guevara Benet, Joe Kanjanaphat

Assembly Set-up: Elliott Halman, Zach Neilson, Eli Wylie.

Kororā and Tūī Swimming Sports
Congratulations to all our students in Kororā and Tūī who participated in our annual swimming
sports at the Eastbourne Pool. It was wonderful to see so many students with a ‘give it a go’
attitude. Thank you to all our parent volunteers who helped out with the events yesterday. Next week,
we look forward to our Year 4-8 Swimming Sports at Huia Pool where we are encouraging strong
participation along with some healthy competition too!

Drop o� time at the beginning of the day
We have noticed that a number of students are starting to arrive quite early at the beginning of the
day - in some instances before 8am! We ask that students do not arrive at school until 8.15am at
the earliest. The start of the school day is incredibly valuable to teachers to ensure they have planned
and are prepared for the lessons ahead of the school day so we ask students to not enter the
classroom until 8.30am. Thank you for your support on this matter.

A reminder that Kelly Club operates a before school programme in our hall everyday from 7am if you
do require child care before school starts.

Mihi Whakatau - Wednesday 8 March
We are looking forward to o�cially welcoming our new students, sta� and parents to Muritai next
week! If you are new to our kura this year, keep a look out for more information in your inbox about
this event.



New additions to the playground!
The playground in our main school has had an injection of
colour with new line markings on the asphalt. It is wonderful to
see our tamariki immediately making great use of the new 4
square, hopscotch, snakes and ladders areas along with freshly
painted netball, padder tennis and basketball courts!

School Gates
If you have visited school lately you may have noticed the
challenge of getting in and out via our new school gates. Please
be reassured that this is not about keeping people out but
more about child safety during school time as we have several students that
struggle with boundaries. Because of this, it is really important our school
gates stay closed during school hours so we can keep everyone safe.

Seesaw

You may have noticed a lack of posts on our Seesaw communication tool
between home and school this year. The cost of this service has tripled in
price from last year so is no longer sustainable to maintain. We are exploring
a free Seesaw option so we can continue to share and celebrate the learning with you at home. This
option does have reduced capability to the previous service but we believe it will still meet our needs.
We will keep you posted on the roll out of this service for Years 1-6 classes.

Movin’ March
Movin’ March is well underway and it is great to see so
many students, sta� and parents get involved in this
great initiative. Our student leaders are at the gates at
the beginning of each day to stamp your passports. The
bike and scooter racks are full to brim each day! Well
done everyone!

Thank you Home and School Committee!!
Our amazing Home and School team have met for the first time this year and already have some
exciting fundraising ideas planned! Pizza lunch dates have already been set for the term with more
planned for Term 2. They also have grand plans for tote bags, school discos, a car boot sale, a
clothing grab and a whole lot more!

The team successfully achieved their fundraising goal last year of $15,000 to go towards new kitchen
appliances once the hall refurbishment has been completed. They have also committed to several
other projects for the year ahead:

● Topping up classroom budgets for teachers so they can support the learning of our tamariki
● Contributing $6000 to Mathletics, MathSeeds and IXL across the school. This supports the

learning in the classroom and also at home.
● Contributing to fund shading solutions over our outdoor stage after we lost the tree from a

lightning strike last year!

What an exciting plan ahead!!

Ngā mihi nui
Stu Devenport, Principal



Kapa Haka
Kapa Haka has begun again this week with
an open session from 8.30 to 9am for all
students and their whānau.  The performance
rōpū then continue from 9am until 10am
practicing for the 125th celebrations.

Any year 3-8 students who would like to join
the performance group can join (trial) after
the 125th celebrations (last 2 weeks of term)
but they must commit to the rōpū from Term
2.

Nau mai, haere mai, piki mai!

We look forward to you joining us!

Muritai Mentor Programme
Sport is part of our culture here at Muritai, so
it is with great pleasure that we o�er our
congratulations to Charlie Halford and Guy
Marshall on being named as our Sport
Captains for 2023. This year, we are starting a
Muritai Mentor Programme where volunteers
from Kāhu will work with Mrs Maritz to
mentor and coach groups of Kororā students
at lunchtimes, helping them to build
connections across the school, foster a love
of being active and gain confidence from
trying out a range of di�erent sports.

This term, we will be running Touch Rugby
workshops on Thursday lunchtime and
Netball workshops on Friday lunchtime.
These sessions are open to all Kororā
students, and we strongly encourage

members of the Muritai Flyers Netball and
Muritai Magpies Touch Teams to attend.
Kororā students will be collected from the
junior lunch area at 12.45pm by their
mentors. Fun sessions will run for 15-20 mins.
We will look to run basketball and general
skills workshops in Term 2, which may extend
to further year groups… so watch this space!

Thanks to Seb Bodden, Ben Mitchell, Isla
Gellatly, Miriam Water, Elodie Dent, Michaela
Carrington-Hector, Peria Dent, Molly Carroll,
Tille Enge, Riley Hewson-Knight, Sa�
Hatcli�e, Mason Kereopa, Zach Neilson, Enzo
Meikle-Rodriguez, Harper Calder, Guy
Marshall Judah Finney and Jack Harrison for
volunteering!

Important Dates

Date Event

6 March Pizza Monday

7 March Makahika Camp Parent meeting

8 March Mihi Whakatau at 10am

10 March Year 4-8 Swimming Sports at Huia
Pool

13-17
March

School Photos

13 March Pizza Monday

14 March Capture the Flag Y5-8

17 March Whole School Assembly - Kororā

20 March Pizza Monday

22 March BOT meeting at 6.30 pm

24 and
25 March

125th Celebrations

28 to 31
March

Kererū at Camp Makahika

6 April Last Day of Term 1

24 April Teacher Only Day

25 April ANZAC Day

26 April First Day of Term 2



School Dates for 2023:
Term 1 Wednesday 1 February to

Thursday 6 April
Term 2 Monday 26 April to Friday 30 June

Teacher Only Day: Monday 24 April
ANZAC Day: Tuesday 25 April

Term 3 Monday 17 July to Friday 22 September
Term 4 Monday 9 October to Friday 15 December

Public Holidays 2023:
Monday, 6 February: Waitangi Day
Friday, 7 April: Good Friday
Tuesday, 25 April: ANZAC Day
Monday, 5 June: King’s Birthday
Friday, 14 July: Matariki
Monday, 23 October: Labour Day

COMMUNITY NOTICES - Please Note - the
following notices have been requested to
be published and are not necessarily
endorsed by us as a school. In the spirit of
community we include these digitally for
you to peruse.

Mik's catering sushi lunches every
Thursday

Dear Muritai parents,

Thank you so much for supporting our
school lunch business.

Options

* Teriyaki chicken roll
* Chicken katsu roll
* Smoked salmon and avocado roll
*  Tuna mayo roll
*  Vegetarian roll
*  Avocado roll

8 pieces $8

To order the sushi lunch for your children,
please text or call Miki 0211819134


